A year in the life of St Mary Magdalen ~ 2005/6

C] Churchwarden

[

] [ Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ. Ephesians 5:21 ]

Jeannine Davies writes ...
My word, what changes I have seen in the past five years - and how quickly those years of being your
Churchwarden have flown.

I still maintain that ours is a unique place of worship. The Church of St Mary Magdalen continues to
be well cared for by an army of volunteers who clean, polish, fix the electrics, replace candles, decorate
with flowers, attend to the garden, clean out the gutters, replace light bulbs, check the microphones and
prepare the power point presentations - oh, lots and lots of people, all quietly going about their jobs and
all making an enormous contribution to the beautiful church in which we worship.

We are very fortunate in having such a lovely church, but it would be useless without people. Our church
family, I believe, is very special. The love that exists between us is wonderful to see and to hear. Every
now and then I catch a few words of endearment between friends, old and young alike. I see youngsters
playing on the Village Green whilst the rest of us are having coffee; I hear the choir practising before
the services, watch the musicians tweak a couple of strings, whilst others blow through their flutes,
recorders and trumpet, everyone in good accord with the other.

How very blessed we are; and how blessed we are o have Rob at the helm. Under his guidance, our house
groups have proved to be very successful and attendances are increasing. The Family Service is now a
definite ‘event’; we regularly see faces from different churches and the pews are very well filled. The
music is fantastic and fun - I'm waiting for you all to go dancing in the aisles - I have patience!l Whilst
we may enjoy this family service, we have managed to hold on to our more familiar traditional styles of
worship and that, too, is due to Rob's ability to mix and match.

It's not just within our close knit church family that we share our love of God though: between 40 and
50 people helped with the Holiday Club; we have volunteers who help with the King's Arms project and
yet others who are volunteers with Homestart Butser; not to mention the regular visits made to the
Residential and Nursing homes.

A few years ago, when we were in Interregnum, our Archdeacon, Peter Hancock came to celebrate one
of our Christmas services. His sermon was, as always, very good and as we walked down towards the
Village Hall together, I suggested to him that what he needed was a “nice, quiet little church somewhere.”
His response was immediate: "Yes, Jeannine, but your church is not quiet - it's extremely busy.” To which
T agreed - I believe it's even busier now.

On a personal note, I would like to thank you all for your prayers and loving kindness during my term as
Churchwarden. How I shall miss standing at the door to welcome you: I shall miss your comments, your
friendly smiles - the job! I regarded it as an honour when Sarah asked me to be her Churchwarden - it
remained an honour during the interregnum and it has been an honour to work with Rob. I am very
grateful to him for his support and encouragement and for his gentle, thoughtful way in suggesting
change.

It was fun working with Charlie, especially during our interregnum and it has been fun working with
Ambrose as my co-Churchwarden. Together we have shared duties, frowned over a leaking water patch
above the organ and struggled with the heating! I leave all this in good hands, I wish my successor every
Jjoy and my promise of complete support. My prayer is that s/he will enjoy his/her time as Churchwarden
as much as I have and that we continue to thrive as a church family. I pray that we continue to journey
together as we strive to follow in Jesus' footsteps and may God bless you all.
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[ Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls and
] will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with sighing ... Hebrews 13:17

Ambrose Barber writes
For the incoming churchwarden it has been a stimulating time to rejoin the PCC with increasing
debate on whether and how alterations to the church building might facilitate our aims. Finally, the
Vicar threw the debate open to all comers when, in the Sheet Sheet of 8 January, he invited
everyone to consider how does our church building limit our worship and mission?"

Several suggestions were already under active consideration with a view to promoting the welcome,
hospitality and flexibility we can provide. To these were added the many thoughtful and constructive
suggestions received. All these were collated by a small PCC sub-committee with co-opted help from
Verity Dewing and Jonathan Thompson. In this we were mindful of the overall style of the existing church
and of the need for flexibility without diminishing our potential seating capacity. For the purpose of the
exercise the mission was taken to include bringing more people, from all backgrounds, closer to God, by
meeting them in a way that is relevant to them and nurturing their spiritual involvement with the Trinity,
with Worship to be appropriate to this, whether in the church building or elsewhere.

The results have been presented to the PCC in the form of options for phased implementation which
range from replacing the choir pews with seats and enlarging the children's area west of the font to
extending from the nave either westwards or northwards at some time in the future. All these ideas can
remain for consideration by successive PCCs. The PCC was appreciative of the varied suggestions
received, some of which could have altered the position of the projected new toilet and re-routed the
layout of an up rated central heating system. In the event the PCC have decided that neither of these
much needed items, which themselves constitute welcoming facilities, need be held up any longer. It is to
be expected that early consideration would be given to other items in the initial phases of the
re-ordering proposals submitted.

In learning something of what this job can involve, the newcomer churchwarden has been much indebted
both to his predecessor Charlie Meader and to Jeannine Davies

The holiest moment of the church service
is the moment when God's people

/

- strengthened by preaching and sacrament -

go out of the church door
into the world to be the church.

we don't go to church; we are the church.
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