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Pastoral Oversight
This year has seen a change in the oversight of pastoral care at St Mary's. It was muted some fime
ago that the Pastoral Committee might be drawing o the end of its life and this year saw the Lay
Pastoral Assistants (LPAs) take over its role. I would like to say a huge thank you to Angela Gilmour
and the other members of the Committee for the work that they have done over the last few years.

Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus. Philippians 2:4-5

It seemed to make sense to move that responsibility over to the LPA's because so much of the church's
pastoral care is about knowing what the need is and responding fo it. The LPA’'s meet each month with
Rob anyway and it is they who continue to offer much (though by no means all) the care and support to
those in and beyond the church. This year has seen some transition in the LPA numbers with Angela
Gilmour needing to step down because of increased work commitments, but we have welcomed Ruth
Markby to the team and Julie Slade has begun to attend meetings with a view to being added to those
already licensed as LPAs (Joan Barber, Margaret Glenny, Anne Hazelton and Joan Wearn). They do a
fantastic job in looking out for those who are in need, responding to it and encouraging us all in the
welcome and watchfulness that we exercise.

Pastoral Care

Another key aspect of the LPA's work (in which they do receive much able assistance) is taking communion
to the sick and to those in care homes in the parish. We have three residential care homes; Bulmer House,
Ramscote, and Downs House and one nursing home; Steep House. Each of these have a communion service
once a month on a Friday. We also have a monthly communion service at the Disability Centre. The teams
do a really important job incredibly well, but they could always use more help. The work of the LPAs is
also supported by the Visitors' Group. They continue to support those in need in the parish and meet
together ftwice a year; at their meeting in October they heard from a representative from the Advocacy
Centre in Petersfield, which was very helpful. The Visitor's Group normally organise the Invitation
Evensong in June, particularly aimed at those in the care homes. This did not take place this year, but we
have an invitation evensong planned for Sunday 11t June in this coming year. Thank you to Jenny Parkes
for her leadership of the visitor's group.

After Easter we are privileged to be able to host a Listening Course run by the Acorn Foundation. This
will add hugely to the support and care that we can offer. Please contact Julie Slade if you are interested
in being involved in this.

Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep
Prayer alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. Ephesians 6:18

Prayer needs fo be at the heart of what we do as a church. There are a number of ways in which we try
to make sure that this is the case. The Prayer Circle provides and opportunity to pray for those in
immediate need. The 18 men and women of the Prayer Circle responded to 118 prayer request in 2005.
The requests varied enormously. The members of the Prayer Circle find it a great privilege to be a part
of this quiet, unseen ministry. Contacts are Hilary Bonney (266900) and Anne Hazelton (262320).

~ This is supported by the Healing Ministry Team who pray for people at our Healing Services
» and are available to do so at other times too. Healing continues to be at the heart of what
we do as a church and we need to look at further ways to develop this.

It has been very encouraging to see a small group meeting for 15 minutes before the 10am
service. Please do join this pre-service group if you are able to.
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