A year in the life of St Mary Magdalen ~ 2005/6

[LT. Worship

] [ ... it is written ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only Him'. Matthew 4:]0]

Overview

Worship at St Mary Magdalen continues to be extremely diverse and we do have something for

everybody. One of the features of this is that so many people contribute fo our worship either

through leading worship and preaching, serving at our communion services, being a part of groups
planning our family services, singing in the choir or music group or playing one of the many instruments
which enhance our worship, leading the intercessions, reading the scriptures or working behind the
scenes as a sacristan or welcomer. As we review our worship over the last year, a snapshot of what takes
place and how these things are developing looks a little like this:

Music

The acquisition of our own potable sound system has enabled the music at St Mary's to become even more
versatile. We already benefit from a wide range of musical styles to support the various services - Organ
and Traditional robed choir lead our Parish Communion services, Choral Matins and Evensong.

The more upbeat band has enriched the Family Service with guitars, keyboard and singers under
Jonathan Thompson's leadership. Here the new sound system has proved essential. An ensemble drawing
on the gifts of many in our church and under Sue Condrup's direction has continued to lead the Young
Family Service. PPW benefits from various styles and instruments in its worship.

The Choir, which has about 10 regular members, is supplemented by extras for major services, festivals,
weddings and funerals. They have performed wonderfully under Ingrid Horne's direction at, most
particularly, our Christmas services this year. A bonus for the year was a brief appearance on BBC's
South Today programme singing carols at Ruth Firth's house. We are very fortunate to have a wide range
of musical talent and ability within our congregation and we hope to develop these further to give variety
and depth to our worship.

Services
We have continued to benefit from the creativity of many in our congregation seen in the quality of our
all-age and child focused worship.

The Family Service Teams under the guidance of Mike Knee, Gary Stanley and Lesley Leon have produced
some memorable services and managed to give people of all ages something to think about. Mike is going
to take a break from this leaving a difficult gap to fill.

The Young Family Service team has continued under Angela Gilmour's oversight. This
popular service is planned by an enthusiastic team with the needs of the under

i tens particularly in mind; something that we have tried to refocus on in the last
year. We have made good use of our new digital projector for the words of

hymns or story felling with pictures. Sketches are sometimes used fo reinforce

the Bible stories. We try to engage the children and enable parents to feel comfortable
when their offspring behave like children! This service is appreciated by all who are

young at heart.

Prayer Praise and Worship has continued to provide opportunity for worship ina
reflective and less structured form. Sue Stanley has continued to hold the
reigns here, but we have seen others take on a role of leadership.

All these services have continued to benefit from our digital projector. Jon Ritchie
has drawn in a number of younger members to help operated this during services.
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