A year in the life of St Mary Magdalen ~ 2005/6

[LT. Children & Youth

(Parents) ... do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the
discipline and instruction of the Lord. Ephesians 6:4

Overview
Since taking on the role of Youth and Children's coordinator the thing that has struck me most in
the last year is how lucky we are at St Mary Magdalen to have such a wealth of committed,
hardworking adults who are prepared to give of their time and talents so freely and willingly. As a
result our children and young people benefit enormously and contribute so much to the daily life of the
church.

Our age appropriate groups all aim to share the common goal of providing our young people with the
opportunity tfo meet together for a programme of activities relevant to their lives, both within and
outside the church. As a result the children and young people are encouraged, from a young age to “own”
the Christian faith for themselves and to grow in their own faith as well as in their knowledge of the
Bible. I think it is one of the great strengths of the children's ministry in our church that we recognise
that our children and young people are key members of our church today not merely “the church of the
future.” There have been many notable developments within the Youth and Children's ministry in the past
year.

T6I Sunday - For Yr 9 upwards, at the Vicarage*, on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday, from 7.30-9pm.

The Youth Group, otherwise known as TGI Sundays, under the leadership of Rob and Verity Dewing
continues to be attended by a regular core of teenagers. As well as offering fellowship and fun (as well
as frequent opportunities to eat!l) its focus is on relevant issues to the teenagers. Recent topics covered
have included Science and Religion, Relationships, Drugs, Homosexuality and even tattoos and piercing
(not a practical sessionlll). The group offers the opportunity to encourage discussion and exploration
grounded in the Christian faith. (* sometimes hosted by young people in their own homes)

RockSolid - For Yr 7 upwards, in Sheet Village Hall, on 2nd, 4th & 5th Sunday, from 9.50am.

This is now reaping the rewards this year of its greater continuity of leadership. A smaller team of adults
under the leadership of Jean Dowdeswell now helps to establish a greater feeling of 'belonging’ for those
youngsters who attend. Additionally the decision the use 'teenage friendly’ material based on DVD film
clips and modern faith stories and the emphasis on topics such as Don’t doubt in the dark what you knew
in the light'has proved to be a hit with our young people. The willingness of individuals to share aspects
of their faith in this group has been remarkable and attendance has been much more consistent. An
increase in younger members this year has resulted in the group being split into two, which has enabled
relevant age appropriate material to be offered during sessions. Another noteworthy development has
been the ‘Praise Party’ when members of RockSolid have joined together with SMUTs in Sheet Village

Hall to lead a time of lively worship and teaching.
@ good attendance at a variety of social events including a cinema trip, a ‘Chill out and Pizza'
& evening at the King's Arms, a '‘DVD evening and 'Stoolbal! and BBQ'. These are in addition

’ to a New Year Surprise party held at Petersfield Guide HQ which was also attended by similar
age children from other PACT churches. An extensive programme of future activities has also
@ been planned including an Archery session.

SMART - For Yr 6,7 & 8, at various locations and times, once a month.
This group, led by Lynn Hellewell has continued to go from strength to strength with a

” Our groups aimed at the younger age groups have perhaps struggled most this year with
a more erratic attendance but this has not affected the quality of what is on offer.
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